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Resilient love ina 
time of hate:a 
Sunni Patterson, - 
reader > 


Shifting the paradigms around what is 
the norm is a process we all take part 
in. Our culture has absorbed the idea 
that to be dominated and to be made 

helpless is a natural occurrence in the 

eyes of history, our authority has 
become a formal mimicry of this 
history, but if there is one thing we 
have all been taught, it is that we 


cannot beg for liberation from the 
same forces seeking to oppress us. > AG [= 1 
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There’s nothing uncommon about reshaping history. New media bears witness to the 
pastiche of historical events grounded in the ubiquitous quest for power. There’s the recurring 
narrative centering on the hegemony of Zion and the West. There’s the parallel account 
aligning expeditions of conquest coupled with indigenous resistance factions in 

decolonized terrain, including Asia, Europe, Africa, Canada, Latin America and the 

Caribbean. These histories repeatedly pronounce power of few 

over many. Power contracts and expands over territory through revolution out of tribe 

and empire however, by definition, power must possess the duality of the empowered 

and the dispossessed. 
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One must appraise the power of Merriam Webster defines it as “ability 
empire as creativity in a lower form, to act or produce an effect ”. 

and seek a definition of the term Creativity which yields resistance is 
outside of the political which takes by nature short-lived but power is 
into account some five million years resilient, it endures. 

of existence without entertaining Though history may facilitate the rise 
presumtuous denial over the and fall of many, few things are 
classing of others. remembered: 

What then is power, truly? 1. There is a power outside the realm 


Power is universal, it is elemental. In of your control. 
modern physics it is accounted forin 2. There is wisdom other than yours. 
the introspective impulse of the 3. There is a world outside of you. 


singularity. 
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“Like the stones resound with the memory of what precedes ruins, primordial forces 
attest to the transience of human life. 

Illusion is giving permanence to something flickering in and out of existence.” 

- Unnamed 


A sustained line of inquiry into the world’s 
oldest visionary tools sheds light on the 
essence of power as being a natural 
constituent of all life whose core reflection 
is consciousness. In this way power can be 
taken away as much as experience can be 
stolen. 

It is an array of powers across all cultures 


that accounts for the intransient, vivified, 
unobservable aspect of the world within us 
as it takes place in the world around us. 
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YOU ARE FREE 


MAKE YOUR OWN FUTURE 


The world by virtue of these ideas and practices 
changes from within and furthermore, by this 
reasoning one may assume power in fulfilling 
one’s obligation to the satisfaction of the soul. 
Satisfaction here may be through social change 
as in revolution, but revolution by its very nature 
must be brief. 

Revolution, like the pressure valve on a hot pot is 
fairly simple to engage, to be revolutionary, on 
the other hand, requires a depth within oneself. 
The most resounding emanation of power is to 
know oneself - as it is present at birth and as it 
shifts beyond death. To relinquish power is to 
allow the external world to determine who you 
are. 
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